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Decision Points that Advocates can Discuss With Child Welfare Agency Leaders About Implementation of the Older Youth Provisions of the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021

Advocates are encouraged to use these questions/decision points to begin a dialogue with state
and county Child Welfare and Independent Living Directors to support effective implementation.
These questions can also be used by advocates to develop recommendations for
implementation. This list is a starting point and we encourage you to to add to it based on the priorities of young people in your state or jurisdiction. 

Decision Points  About the Planning Process

1. What planning process will be used for implementation of the three provisions (continued services, reentry, and Chafee increase and expansion)? 
2. How will advocates and stakeholders, including youth, be involved in implementation planning and oversight?
3. Is there an existing youth board that can be quickly activated to participate in implementation?
4. What is the plan to compensate young people with lived experience to participate in implementation planning? 
5. What is the feedback loop to ensure that implementation activities are responsive to young people? 

Questions About Continuation of Services (Moratorium)

1. Has the state sent a directive to the child agenc(ies) to continue services to young people past age 18 or 21? 
2. Has the state identified the young people who are eligible for continuation of services? 
3. Have young people been notified about the requirement that service and placement continue for young people past age 18 and 21?
4. Have placement and service providers been directed to continue providing placement and services to young people?
5. If the state does not have continued court jurisdiction, has the state developed a structure for continued services like a voluntary agreement for placement/living arrangement and services?  
6. What plans have been made to increase placement and service capacity for young people to receive continued placement and services? How are existing community based agencies being engaged to expedite an increase in capacity?  
Question About Reentry 
1. Has that state directed child welfare agencies to provide reentry to young people until age 22? 
2. Has the state identified the young people who are eligible for reentry? 
3. Has the state determined how potentially eligible young people will be notified about the option to reentry? 
4. Has the state developed youth friendly mechanisms for re-entry? 
5. What plans have been made to increase placement and service capacity for young people who re-enter? 
6. If the state does not have continued court jurisdiction, has the state developed a structure to provide reentry and continued services like a voluntary agreement for placement/living arrangement and services?  

Questions About the Chafee Provisions

1. Has the state identified the young people who are eligible for Chafee services by age cohorts? 
2. Have young people been notified about the expansion of Chafee eligibility?
3. How will stakeholders be made aware of the expansion of eligibility and services? 
4. What outreach will be provided to eligible young people? 
5. How will the increased Chafee allocation be used?
a. How much will be used for direct financial assistance? 
b. How much for housing?
c. How much for other specific basic needs? 
d. How much for service provision and case management or coaching? 
e. How much will be allocated for youth engagement activities?
f. How much will be allocated to costs related to driving and getting a driver’s license?  
6. What is the state’s approach to disbursing direct financial payments to young people?
a. How will the state ensure that young people have access to assistance without conditions and restrictions? 
b. What platform or vehicle will be used to disburse funds?  

Question About the ETV Provisions 

1. Has the agency or entity that administers the ETV program been notified about the changes in the program? 
2. Has a directive been issued to waive the SAP requirement for ETV eligibility? 
3. Has the state identified the young people who are eligible for ETV by age cohorts? 
4. Does the state have a waiting list for ETV? 
5. How many young people did not receive the current maximum ETV award? 
6. What is the mechanism to determine unmet need, including need beyond items in the Cost of Attendance, for current ETV recipients, those on the waiting list, and those newly eligible?
 




